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English to sue for peace was to destroy their commerce by
forbidding the importation of their goods into the Continent,
Napoleon used to have these goods seized and burnt in every
country subject to his authority; that is, in more than half of
Europe. But the love of gold is powerful, and trade is
cunning; and thus a system of smuggling without risk had
been devised. The method was that arrangements were made
with English merchants under which they sent out vessels
to be captured by our privateers, who brought them into
some of the numerous ports between Pomerania and the Bay
of Naples which were occupied by our troops. The next act
was to unlade the packages and land them so as to escape
confiscation; but this had already been provided for. The
extent of coast line being too great to be watched throughout
by regular preventive officers, the duty was done by soldiers
under the orders of the general in command of the kingdom
or province. An authorisation from one of these was suffi-
cient to pass in the bales of goods, and after this the
merchants dealt with the c protector.3 This was called a
c licence.5 * This new style of trade began as early as 1806,
when Bernadotte was occupying Hamburg and part of
Denmark. That marshal acquired by this means considerable
sums, and whenever he wished to testify his satisfaction with
any person, he would grant him a licence, and the receiver
would sell it to some merchant. This practice gradually
extended, and even reached the Emperor's court, where
chamberlains and ladies-in-waiting got the ministers to give
them licences. It was kept from Napoleon's knowledge, but
he found it out, or suspected it. In order, however, not to
interfere too abruptly with the habits of the conquered
countries, he tolerated the abuse outside France, provided
that it was carried on with secrecy; but strange to say of so
great a man, as soon as he learnt-that anyone had carried his
illicit games too far, he made him disgorge. Thus, on hearing
that the commissary Michaux, head of the administrative
department in Bernadotte's army, had lost 300,000 francs at

[1 Not quite the same, apparently, as the so-called' system of licences'
by which Napoleon modified his ' Continental system.']a took after a
